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50 Plus The monkey's paws questions and answers pdf 
"The Monkey's Paw" by W.W. Jacobs is a timeless
horror story that has captivated readers for generations. With over 50
The monkey's paws questions and answers available in PDF format, readers have a valuable resource
for deepening their understanding of the story's themes and exploring its
nuances. From the dangers of greed and the desire for control to the role of
fate in human life, "The Monkey's Paw" raises important questions
about the human condition that continue to resonate with readers today. Whether
as a standalone story or as part of a broader curriculum, "The Monkey's
Paw" offers a rich and thought-provoking text for readers of all ages and
backgrounds.





1 What is the
monkey's paw?


The monkey's paw is a talisman or charm that is said to have
the power to grant three wishes to whoever possesses it.


2 What is the
significance of the paw's origins in India?


The fact that the paw comes from India gives it a mystical
or exotic quality, and suggests that it has powerful, supernatural properties.


3 Who are the main
characters in "The Monkey's Paw"?


The main characters are Mr. and Mrs. White, and their son
Herbert.


4. What is the first
wish that the Whites make with the monkey's paw?


The first wish they make is for 200 pounds, which they hope
will help them pay off their mortgage.


5. What happens as a
result of the first wish?


Their wish is granted, but it comes at a terrible cost:
their son Herbert dies in a tragic accident at work, and they receive 200
pounds as compensation.


6. What is the second
wish that the Whites make?


After their son's death, Mrs. White becomes obsessed with
bringing him back to life, and she convinces her husband to use the monkey's
paw to wish for Herbert's return.


7. What happens as a
result of the second wish?


Herbert does indeed return, but he is a mutilated, undead
version of his former self. Mrs. White is horrified and demands that her
husband use the third wish to undo what he has done.


8. What is the third
wish that the Whites make?


The third wish is not shown explicitly in the story, but it
is implied that Mr. White wishes for Herbert's undead form to disappear
forever.


9. What is the theme
of "The Monkey's Paw"?


One of the main themes of the story is the danger of playing
with fate or trying to interfere with the natural order of things. It also
explores the consequences of greed and the power of grief.


10. How does the
story end?


The story ends on an ambiguous note, with the sound of
knocking at the door suggesting that Herbert's undead form may have returned.
The final line of the story is, "The knocking ceased suddenly, although
the echoes of it were still in the house. He heard the chair drawn back and the
door opened."


 


1. Question . Describe
the weather and its influence on the theme.

Answer – The weather was cyclonic with strong
winds and heavy downpour. The scene looked quite eerie.


2. Question .  What was special about the monkey’s paw?

Answer – The monkey’s paw was the dried-up
remains of a monkey of exotic origin. It was believed to have magical powers.


3. Question . How did
the first owner of the monkey’s paw use it?

Answer – The first owner sought fulfillment of
his wishes, but after he was rewarded twice, he sought his death as the third
and last one. He died soon after.


4. Question .  Why couldn’t Morris sell the monkey’s paw?

Answer – Moris had suffered a good deal trying
to benefit from the monkey’s paw, and he didn’t one anyone else to suffer like
him. Besides this, no one would buy it until they were convinced about its
professed powers.


5. Question . How did
the Whites get the monkey’s paw?

Answer – Moris deliberately left the paw
behind in the Whites’ home, as Hebert and his father were curious to try out
its magical powers.


6. Question . How does
Morris describe the monkey’s paw?

Answer – Moris goes into the intriguing origin
of the monkey’s paw with some sketchy detail. He narrates how its earlier owner
willingly met his death, thanks to the magical powers of the paw. Moris says
how the paw can grant any three wishes to whoever owns it and seeks it. On the
whole, Moris portrays the paw as a quixotic and awesome object of unknown
origin





7. Question . What did
Morris say about how to use the monkey’s paw? What was his warning to the
Whites?

Answer – Moris stated that the paw could grant three wishes to the seeker, but
it can be quite dangerous too. So, the favour-seeker must be very discrete
while seeking favours from it. Its powers were more evil than benign.


9. Question . What was
the first wish? How was it made?

Answer – The first wish was for two hundred pounds, but it seems, the money
never came in.


10. Question . Compare
Mr. White’s and Herbert’s attitudes toward the monkey’s paw. Why was it logical
that Herbert would be the victim of the first wish?

Answer – Mr. White was skeptical about the paw’s agical powers. So, he didn’t
quite buy Moris’s description of the power of the aw. On the contrary, Hebert
was somewhat adventurous and inquisitive. Out of curiosity, he wanted to try it
out by making a request for two hundred pounds.


11. Question . What
was the effect of the first wish?

Answer – Herbert wanted two hundred pounds,
and he got it, although posthumously. It was a a very devastating blow to his
parents to learn that their son Herbert had died being squeezed in a machine in
a factory where he worked. Mrs. and Mr. White could clearly establish a
relation between the monkey’s Paw, Herbert’s desire for two hundred pounds that
seemed to tease the paw, and his cuel and untimely death.


12. Question . Why
didn’t Mr. White want to make the second wish?

Answer – Mr. White knew the paw had already
caused enough disaster to his family, and he didn’t want any more contact with
it. He knew, Herbert had been reduced to a pulp in the factory’s machine, and
expecting it to return in flesh and bone was an absurd idea. So, he didn’t want
to make a second wish.


13. Question . “Bring
him back! Do you think I would fear my own son?” Why does Mrs. White say so?

Answer – When Mr. White hesitated to make the
second wish and ask for his dead son to return alive, Mrs. White, being a
mother, was not satisfied at all. Even after her husband said that the remains
of their son would make a grizzly sight, she was not the least mollified. She said
that she would be happy to see her son in whatever form possible.


14. Question .  What was the final wish?

Answer – The Whites wanted their son back, alive. This was their second and
final wish.


15. Question . Did the
Whites get what they really wanted? Give reasons for your answer.

Answer – The Whites didn’t get what they wanted. Herbert didn’t return alive,
and the to hundred pounds they got came at a terrible cost.


16. Question .  What role did the author want the monkey’s paw
to play here?

Answer – The author wanted to create a plot of suspense and intrigue. He wanted
to scare the readers by giving a strange twist to the story.


 


17. Question . What
did the holy man want to prove to people by putting the spell on the paw?

Answer – Perhaps, the holy man wanted people
not to believe in superstitions to solve their worldly problems. He
demonstrated it by portraying the paw as a very hideous object with potentially
damaging powers.


18. Question . In your
opinion, did the holy man make his point? Why or why not?

Answer – Yes, the holy man succeeded in
warning the people about resorting to witchcraft and similar quick-fix
solutions to satisfy worldly desires. The fate the Whites suffered at the hands
of the paw is a good lesson for the readers of the story.


 The monkey's paws questions and answers pdf 


Question 1: Why did
the family listen to the sergeant – major with eager interest? Give at least
three reasons, with evidence from the text.


Answer: The family listened to the sergeant – major with
eager interest because he had travelled for long and so told them interesting
stories. He told about wild scenes, wars and plagues and strange people, and
his adventures.


Question 2: When
Morris was asked about the monkey’s paw, why did he dismiss the question
‘offhandedly’?


Answer: When Morris was asked about the monkey’s paw, he
dismissed the question ‘offhandedly’ because he did not want to talk about it,
but to draw their attention away from it as it had a curse put on it by a
fakir.


Question 3: What kind
of spell did the fakir put on the paw? Why?


Answer: Three separate men could each have three wishes from
it. The fakir wanted to show that those who interfered with fate would suffer.


Question 4: What kind
of person was Herbert? Give evidence for your answer by quoting from the text.


Answer: Herbert was a fun-loving and a clever man.


‘Likely’, said Herbert, with pretended horror. ‘Why, we’re
going to be rich and famous and happy. Wish to be an emperor, Father, to begin
with; then you can’t be henpecked.’


Question 5: Why does
Herbert suggest they ask for precisely two hundred pounds?


Answer: Herbert suggests because they needed two hundred
pounds to pay off the loan against the house.


Question 6: Was the
stranger confident about how he was going to deliver the message to the Whites?
Give evidence for your answer.


Answer: The stranger was uncertain, ill at ease, furtive,
and took his time to start speaking. It was as if he needed a lot of courage to
do so. Hence, he was not confident.


Question 7: What was
Mrs White’s opinion about the monkey’s paw and its power? How and when does her
opinion change, if at all?


Answer: Mrs White took it very casually at first, but her
opinion changed when she realised that they still had two more wishes to make.
She forced her husband to wish for the return of their son.


Question 8: What
devices does the author use to create suspense and a feeling of fear? Read
through the story and find instances of these.


Answer: Description of the weather, arousing curiosity, and then
telling them about the third wish of the first person are some of the devices
that are used by the author to create suspense and a feeling of fear.


 


The monkey's paws questions 


1. ‘Never mind,
dear,’ said his wife, soothingly, ‘perhaps you’ll win the next one.’


(a) Who says these words and to whom?


Answer: Mrs White says these words to Mr White.


(b) What comments were made by the previous speaker?


Answer: The speaker spoke about the bad weather and the poor
state of the road outside their house.


(c) Why does the wife make this response?


Answer: The wife makes this response because she thought he
was complaining only to divert their attention from a fatal mistake he had made
in the game.


2. It was all over so
quickly that at first they could hardly realize it and remained in a state of
expectation as though of something else to happen….


(a) What was all over
so quickly?


Answer: The death of Herbert and his burial was all over so
quickly.


(b) Who could hardly
realize it?


Answer: His parents could hardly realize it.


(c) Why were they in
a state of expectation?


Answer: They were in a state of expectation because they
expected Herbert to appear suddenly.


(d) What might they
have hoped would happen?


Answer: They might have hoped it would turn out to be only a
prank.


So, these were The Monkey’s Paw Questions & Answers.
The monkey's paw summary analysis


"The Monkey's Paw" by W.W. Jacobs is a classic
horror story that explores the dangers of playing with fate and the
supernatural. The story centers around a cursed monkey's paw that is said to
have the power to grant three wishes to whoever possesses it. While the idea of
having three wishes might seem like a dream come true, the story shows that the
consequences of using the monkey's paw can be dire and even deadly.


 


The first wish made by the main characters, Mr. and Mrs.
White, is for 200 pounds. They hope that this will solve their financial
problems and help them pay off their mortgage. While their wish is granted, it
comes at a terrible cost. Their son Herbert dies in a tragic accident at work,
and they receive 200 pounds as compensation. This sets off a chain of events
that leads to even more tragedy and horror.


 


One of the central questions raised by the story is whether
or not it is wise to use the monkey's paw at all. While the idea of having
three wishes is tempting, the story suggests that the cost of using the paw may
be too high. The characters in the story learn this lesson the hard way, as
their wishes lead to terrible consequences that they cannot undo.


 


In the end, "The Monkey's Paw" is a cautionary
tale about the dangers of greed and the desire to control fate. It shows that
while we may be tempted to try to change our fortunes or bring back the dead,
such actions often lead to unintended and tragic consequences. The story
reminds us that sometimes it is best to accept our fate and make peace with the
world as it is, rather than trying to bend it to our will with supernatural
forces like the cursed monkey's paw.
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